Assembly 
Procedure 


Sessions of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Northwest Territories are presided over 
by a Speaker who is elected by his colleagues 
in the same manner as Speakers of Provincial 
Legislative Assemblies. 


The business of the Assembly is conducted 
according to the procedural rules which are 
formulated by the Assembly and based upon 
the precedents of the Assembly and Canadian 
Parliamentary custom and tradition. 


Much of the Assembly’s business is 
carried out in Committee of the Whole. In 
this stage the rules governing debate are 
relaxed to encourage freer and more open 
discussion. A further advantage of this 
method of doing business is that senior 
officials of the Territorial Public Service and 
other specialists may be called before the 
committee to answer questions or offer 
advice. 


When the Legislative Assembly is sitting 
in Committee of the Whole, the Speaker 
does not preside. Instead, the Deputy- 
Speaker or the Deputy-Chairman of 
Committees of the Whole acts as Chairman, 
or on occasion another Member selected by 
the Speaker may fill this role. 


The Commissioner of the Northwest 
Territories carries out a two-part function in 
relation to the Assembly. First, he is the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Territorial 
Government. Second, the power to assent 
to the legislation passed by the Assembly is 
vested in him. 


In recent years a number of Standing and 
Special Committees have been established 
and have proven an effective means of 
expediting the business of the Assembly. By 
this method, it has been possible to consider 
an increasing volume of business with a 
limited increase in the length of sessions. 


When the Legislative Assembly is not 
sitting in Committee of the Whole and the 
Speaker is presiding, the business is 
conducted in a manner closely resembling 
that of a provincial legislature. 





Jurisdiction of the 
Legislative Assembly 


The Legislative Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories has legislative powers similar to 
those of a provincial legislature, except that 
all natural resources, excluding game, remain 
the exclusive responsibility of the Federal 
Government. Within these limits, the 
jurisdiction of the Assembly extends over all 
of the Northwest Territories and its residents. 


The Northwest Territories Act, as amended 
from time to time by the Parliament of 
Canada, is, in effect, the constitution of the 
Northwest Territories. In line with the pro- 
visions of this Act the Assembly is, in all 
practical respects, the ‘‘parliament’’ of the 
Territories. 


The legislative powers are granted by the 
Northwest Territories act to the Commissioner 
in Council. That is to say the Commissioner 
may, with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly, make laws relating to 
those subjects over which the Government 
of Canada has given legislative authority to 
the Territories. 


These include such matters as: 


e the qualification of electors and 
candidates 

¢ certain aspects of the administration of 
justice 

¢ municipal institutions and school 

districts 

property and civil rights 

game 

education 

intoxicants 

expenditure of money 

vehicles 

the indemnities and allowances of 

Council Members 
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David Harry Searle, Q.C., B.A., LL.B., was born in 
Edmonton in 1936 and moved with his family to Yellow- 
knife in 1946 where he completed his basic education. 
Obtaining his law degree from the University of Al- 
berta, Mr. Searle entered private practise in Yellow- 
knife in 1962. 

First elected in 1967, Mr. Searle was re-elected in 1970 
and 1975, representing the Yellowknife South electoral 
district. He was elected Speaker of the Legislative As- 
sembly on May 1, 1975. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES 


Committee ! Chairman 
Finance Mr. A.W. Lafferty 
Legislation Mr. W. Lyall 
Indemnities, Allowances 

and Member’s Services Mr. A.W. Lafferty 
Rules and Procedure Mr. A. McCallum 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
Re: Membership of Standing 


and Special Committees Mr. D. Nickerson 
To Inquire into Matters 

Relating to Public Revenue Mr. D. Nickerson 
On Elections Mr. T.H. Butters 


On Future Development 
in the N.W.T. Mr. T.H. Butters 
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